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REPORT AND MINUTES OF THE 
RE-UNION 


of the 
2nd Ohio Cavalry oni 25th Ole Battery. 


HELD at YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO. OCT. 10, 1907. 


The meeting was opened by the President, Dan. Arnold, 
who said that he had invited the Comrades to come to Youngs- 
town this year for their reunion, and he expected to do all he 
could to make it pleasant for them. He also said he was glad to 
see some of the wives and children of the Comrades here, for 
while he did not have any children of his own he did love other 
people’s children. 


Rev. Frazier was then called on to lead in prayer, which 
was as follows: 


“Let us all stand and join in the Lord’s Prayer.” 


“Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power and the Glory.” 


“O most powerful and glorious Lord God, the Lord 
of Hosts, that rulest and commandest all things, we humbly 
beseech Thee of Thy Divine Mercy and love to give heed 
to our prayers and thanksgiving. In every cause Thou dost 
give right judgment. In former times Thou didst lead our fathers 


into a wealthy place, and didst set their feet in a large room; 
give Thy grace, we beseech Thee, to us*their children, that we 
may always approve ourselves a people mindful of Thy favor and 
glad to do Thy will. Bless our land with honest industry, sound 
_learning, and pure manners. Defend our liberties, preserve our 
unity. Save us from pride and arrogancy, from violence, dis- 
cord and confusion, reform every evil way. Fashion into one 
happy people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds 
and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those whom we 
entrust in Thy Name with the authority of government, to the 
end that there may be peace at home, and that we keep our place 
among the nations of the earth. In the time of our great pros- 
perity, temper our confidence with thankfulness. And so rule 
the hearts of Thy servants, the President of the United States, the 
Governor of this State, and all others in authority, that they, 
knowing whose ministers'they. are, may above all seek Thine 
Honor and glory; and that we and all people, duly considering 
whose authority they bear, may faithfully and obediently honor 
them, in Thee and for Thee. We also bless Thy Holy Name 
for all Thy servants of this regiment who departed this life in Thy 
faith and fear, beseeching Thee to give us grace to follow their 
good examples in faithfulness, loyalty and love to Thee and their 
country. Let Thy blessing and love rest upon those who are 
here present, continue to them Thy gracious mercy and favor; 
be with them in their deliberations and joys of this day, call to 
their minds the great things they have done for Thee and this 
country, and fulfill in them the promise that to those who are 
faithful and loyal in the fight of faith thou wilt give the crown 
of life. 


Bless us, O! Lord, now and finally bring us to Thy eternal 
kingdom, through Him who is the great Captain of our salva- 
tion, our Lord and Savior, to whom with Thee and the Holy 
Ghost be glory and dominion both now and forever. Amen.” 


Mr. Arnold then introduced Hon. Frank L. Baldwin, Mayor 
of Youngstown, who gave the address of welcome, which was 
in part as follows: 


Ladies and Members of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry and 25th Ohio 
Battery : | 
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“It gives me great pleasure this morning to address so brave 
an audience as the 2nd Ohio Cavalry and 25th Ohio Battery. I 
learned from one of your comrades this morning that during the 
war of 1861 you covered some 27,000 miles. This is a record 
that any regiment may well be remembered by. There were four 
years of the war and during the time you were in service I under- 
stand there were twenty-two hundred men belonging to this reg- 
iment and those who are gathered here this morning are just the 
handful that is left. It surprises me very much this morning 
when I look around this room to find there are so few cripples 
in this regiment. 

I am very glad and it gives me great pleasure this morning 
to welcome to our city, particularly this 2nd Ohio Cavalry and 
25th Ohio Battery. | 


We have in this city a man with whom I am well acquainted, 
who belonged to the 2nd Ohio Cavalry. Mr. Dan Arnold, whom 
you all know and love. We all know him by the name of Uncle 
Dan. . 


I remember when I was a boy there was quite an excitement 
on one of the streets in this city. A crazy man who was armed 
and running wild up the street caused great excitement. The 
people were alarmed and afraid and knew not what to do. Dur- 
ing all this excitement I heard somebody say “Here comes Uncle 
Dan Arnold, maybe he can do something with the fellow ;’ and 
it did not take long before Uncle Dan had caught the fellow and 
all was quiet. 


It was his experience with the 2nd Ohio Cavalry and the 25th 
Ohio Battery and also the experience he had on Black Hills that 
made him such a brave man. 


I want to say this morning that if all the members of the 
regiment are like Uncle Dan Arnold, they have a warm place in 
the hearts of the people among whom they live, because there is 
no man who is more loved in this community than your worthy 
chairman here today. 


> 


There is also another member of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry and 
25th Ohio Battery from this City whom I want to mention, and 
that is Judge Johnson. We know him as Judge Johnson, but I 
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believe he was Lieutenant in those days, and Tam glad to say this 
morning that he is respected and loved by all who know him. 


There are four or five other associations meeting in this 
City today, but I know of none that is more welcome than the 
_ 2nd Ohio Cavalry and the 25th Ohio Battery, and I extend to you 
all a warm welcome and a cordial handshake. The City is yours 
for the day, and I know you will enjoy yourselves, and I know of 
no better leader that you can have than Uncle Dan Arnold, and 
I commend you to his kindly care. 


RESPONSE BY PRESIDENT ARNOLD: 


In response Prest. Arnold said that if the Honorable Mayor 
had known all about the boys of the Old Second, its history, and 
of the 25th Battery in detail, he might have been more discrimi- 
nating in his remarks on persons and greatly enlarged on the 
heroic side. He would have been glad if the remarks about him- 
self might have been saved for his funeral; he would like to hear 
them then. , 


He then requested the Comrades if they had anything to 
say, to speak one at a time and to give their name, residence and 
Company so that the stenographer can get it down correctly. 


He added that he did not want one of the Comrades to leave 
the Hall before lunch for he had made arrangements to feed them 
all, and while they could not all eat at one time, he would see 
that they were all provided for. 


Prest. Arnold said because of his great deafness he would 
call to the chair Vice-Prest. Ingmand who would preside through 
the remainder of the meeting. 


The Secretary and Treasurer was then called on for his re- 
port: 


Mr. AusTIN, Secretary and Treasurer said: I will make 
a short report of our finances for last year. I omitted printing 
them in the “Annual” a year ago. 
Weerrecerved r@r dues: .:0. 20. tas ac eee ee eee $73.00 


AUGREXPencitures Fyre. jac. e/fiehei; called eee ee 74.15 


I will also suggest to the Chairman, if he will permit me 
to do so, that he have a Committee of three appointed on reso- 
lutions and a committee on nominations for officers for the ensu- 
ing year, so that the committees can take these matters up during 
the noon hour. 


VICE-PRESIDENT INGMAND: Who shall be put on the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions ? 


It was moved. that the Chairman appoint that Committee. 


Vice-Prest.: [am not well enough acquainted to do that. 
I would rather not. 


The Secretary then read a list of names and the Committee 
on Resolutions was constituted as follows: 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Lieutenant L. L. Campbell, Captain J. B. Dutton, Comrade 
Mussen. 


The Committee on Nominations was then appointed: 


Comrade S. Gould, 25th Battery; Comrade C. H. Crofutt. 
otra |e 72 ohnson. Coin KH. 


The Secretary then read the list of deaths for the last year 
and made the suggestion that if any of the Comrades knew of 
the death of any not on the list, he would be glad to have the 
name, residence and Company. 


Several names were then added to the list. 


General H. L. Burnett of New York was then called on for 
remarks. He said: 


Mr. Chairman and Comrades: 


I do not know exactly why I am called to the floor unless 
it is to say a word or two to the old members of the 2nd Ohio Cav- 
alry and 25th Ohio Battery. It is a sad sort of pleasure to meet 
you here, as we are approaching the close of our earthly career, 
and many of our regiment have already joined the great majority 
on the other side of the river and we soon shall follow. 


This reunion takes us back to the days of hardships, and the 
time when we imperilled our lives for the nation’s cause. 
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There is this evidence in war. It develops, it proves, if we 
might say so, certain elements of character in men. It proves 
self-reliance and kindliness for those with whom we come in con- 
tact. 


We know from experience in the war it builds up character, 
and I venture to say we would not have made the progress which 
we have made if it*-had not been for the time of ’61 to ’65. It 
produces a class of men who start out in the world and undertake 
ereat enterprises for which the great experience they got in the 
war has fitted them. 


There is more good than bad in the people of this country. 
People are not all wrong. You fought and bled for the flag 
* which protects us and made possible this great advancement in 
the affairs of the country. The developments have been made 
possible by the combinations of capital. They have accomplished 
things by bringing the capital together and have made America 
what she is today. 


The men with whom I have come in contact in a business 
way are not dishonest. 


(Following this he gave an account of his connection with 
the Second: Ohio Cavalry in its first campaign against General 
Price and told of the famous incident which involved the arrest 
of Colonel Weir who was in command of the Indian expedition. } 


Hessaid- 


‘The commander was drunk and the soldiers were dying by 
the wholesale 200 miles from Fort Scott. A council of war was 
held between the coionels of the different regiments in the com- 
mand, and I, then a major, was directed to place the commander, 
Colonel Weir, under arrest. I did so and then started for Fort 
Leavenworth to report to General Blunt. Colonel Weir had 
been released and gave me a wild chase to the fort, but I suc- 
ceeded in getting there first and stated my case.” 


He finished his remarks by saying that no flag on earth had 
more freedom than “Old Glory.” 


It was then moved and seconded that the meeting stand ad- 
journed until 1:30 in the afternoon. . 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, and the 
report of the Nominating Committee was asked for. 


. . The Committee on Nominations then reported and the names 
of the officers for the coming year are as follows: 
W. E. Pedrick; President; E. L. Burge, V. President; W. 
R. Austin, Sec’y and Treas. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


Lieut. E. F. Webster, John C. Sheets, Gen. H. L. Burnett. 


It was moved and seconded that the report be accepted, and 
the officers nominated be elected. 


Adopted. 


The Secretary explained that the Executive Committee had 
charge of the selection of the place for the next annual reunion. 


The report of the Committee on Resolutions was then read 
by Lieut. L. L. Campbell, Chairman of the Committee. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


This report is made up in very great haste and with probably 
not quite the consideration that should be given to such a matter. 
As it is we give it to you: ; 


Youngstown, Ohio, Oct. 10, 1907. 


The Committee on Resolutions respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report: 


1st. To the Benevolent Order of Elks we tender our hearty 
thanks for the use of their elegant quarters in which to hold our 
annual reunion. 


2nd. We appreciate the warm welcome and good will of 
the Citizens of Youngstown as expressed to us through their 
Mayor, the Honorable Frank L. Baldwin. 


3rd. It makes our hearts glad to believe that our people are 

growing in those attributes that make for our glory and honor 

as a nation and in no way is this more certainly shown than in 

the general uprising of the spirit of civic righteousness among 
" 


old soldiers. Now, as in the past, we are always in sympathy 
with the things that make for the exaltation and glory of our 
nation. 


4th. The patriotism and love of our fellow citizens for the 
old soldiers as shown in the kind care bestowed by the. National 
and State governments upon the thinning ranks and upon the 
widows and orphans of our Comrades-in arms has and will ever 
receive our sincere gratitude. 


5th. Our hearts go out in sympathy to the wives and 
children who in the past year have mourned the loss of our Com- 
rades, and our heart strings are touched as year by year we miss 
their faces at our annual gathering. None but a soldier appreci- 
ates the peculiarities that bind together those who have stood 
side by side in many a hard fought battle, uncomplaining, suf- 
fered the hardships of the march and the camp and endured the 
intolerable torments of starvation in the prison pens of the South. 
All this, with no thought of gain, save the joy that comes from 
work well done. Comrades, we will miss you. Farewell. 


We suggest that the first four resolutions be adopted first 
and then the last standing. Signed by Full Committee. 


Comrade Mussen then made a motion to divide this report as 
to the first four items and adopt them by themselves, excluding 
the last, and that on adoption of the last all would rise reverently 
to their feet and engage in a word of prayer. 


Motion seconded and adopted as to all but the last resolu- 
tion. 


Comrade Mussen then moved that in adopting this last res- 
olution all rise to their feet and bow their heads ina word of 
prayer and adopt this resolution. 


Adopted. 


PRAYER BY COMRADE MUSSEN, 


“Oh, Heavenly Father, we bow our heads in reverence to 
Thee, and our hearts go out to Thee this day as we are assem- 
bled here together. Thou hast said, Father, where one or two 
are gathered together in My Name, there I will be also, and I 
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know Father that Thou art with us today. We thank Thee, O 
Father, for the many blessings Thou hast bestowed upon us, and 
we humbly beseech Thee of Thy divine mercy and love to give 
heed to our prayers and thanksgivings. Oh, Father, there are 
many brave hearts here among us today, and we thank Thee for 
them. Let Thy blessing and love rest upon those who are pres- 
ent, be with them in their daily life. And Almighty God we ask 
Thee to be with the widows and orphans of our departed Com- 
rades. Thou hast seen fit to call them from our midst, and O, 
we pray that we may meet with them in our life eternal. For- 
give our sins Father and reward us with the crown of life. Amen 
Remarks by Mr. Arnold: 


“Mr. Chairman: While I was sitting here, a thought oc- 
curred to me and it is this: While I am very glad to meet all 
our Comrades at our reunions every year, I think, if it is possible, 
it would be nice to bring your ‘better half’ along so we can meet 


_ them, and as I said I enjoy seeing you all, but I would like to see 
your ‘better half’.” 


The Chairman then stated that Major A. C. Houghton 
would read the paper as announced on the program, entitled: 


RECONNAISSANCE OF ABRAHAM’S CREEK. 
THE CAPTURED CONFEDERATE REGIMENT AND ITS. BATTLE FLAG. 


Before proceeding with the reading ofthis paper I should 
say in a prefatory way that Abrahams Creek in itself is neither 
strategically nor geographically important. Its name only, fur- 
nishes the designation given by the War Department to the cav- 
alry reconnaissance in force made in that creek’s vicinity as de- 
scribed below. It is a branch of the greater and important Ope- 
quan Creek which it reaches through a sharp wooded gorge two 
miles east from Winchester in the Shenandoah Valley—that val- 
ley which, since the war began, had been the race-track of both 
armies, the granary of the Confederacy, the gateway of its 
invasions of the North. This field of Abrahams Creek is identical 
with that whereon, a week later, was opened the great battle of 
The Opequan, and this reconnaissance was the initial movement, 
the real beginning of that whirlwind campaign of Sheridan 
against the flower of Lee’s army under Jubal Early. 
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And perhaps for those of our friends present not so familiar 
with technical military terms, it should be said that a “reconnais- 
ance in force’ is the rapid movement and attack on the enemy 
with numbers so great as to force, if possible, his line and ascer- 
tain his position and the troops he has; and yet with numbers so 
few that they may be kept well in hand, and rapidly withdrawn 
when the object of the movement 1s accomplished. ‘The vital im- 
portance and significance of areconnaissancein force are appar- 
ent. Many great battles have been determined, and campaigns 
decided by the fact or neglect of a thorough preliminary recon- 
naissance by one side or the other. General Wright’s failure to 
reconnoiter his front at Cedar Creek when warned by a loyal 
mountaineer the day before the battle, cost the awful disaster 
of the morning, and, but for Sheridan’s coming, the loss again of 
_the Valley by the Union troops. ‘The inexcusable neglect to make 
a reconnaissance at Pittsburgh Landing not only cost thousands 
of lives needlessly on the first bloody day of the battle, but almost 
cost the Nation the fruits of Grant’s first campaign and his own 
great future. And a reconnaissance in force is less a work of 
strife and carnage than it is of skill and swiftness—just for a 
little moment to tear aside the veil behind which the enemy hides 
himself, and to look in upon his inmost life. 


Shortly after noon September 13, 1864, General MclIntosn 
with his brigade of five regiments of Sheridan’s cavalry and a 
battery of artillery, moved out from camp at Berryville, Virginia, 
over the Winchester Pike. His orders were to make a “recon- 
naissance in force over that road,;to cross the Opequan if possi- 
ble, and to find out what the force of the enemy consisted of on 
that road or in that vicinity.”’ 


The disposition of forces which Confederate General Early 
had made to guard his front toward Berryville seemed reason- 
able adequate. He was holding the easily defensible line of 
the Opequan Creek, a rugged stream through a deep gorge, 
passable only at fords which were not frequent. At the Berry- 
ville ford he had a strong reserve picket of Lomax’s Cavalry, 
with outposts across the creek on the high ground of Limestone 
Ridge overlooking the approach of the Pike from Berryville. 
There was also a company of infantry stationed on the Old Road, 
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where it crosses Abrahams Creek, and in close support of the cav- 
alry reserve at the ford. Then at the crest of the gorge a mile 
from the ford, in a dense wood, impenetrable against sudden 
mounted assault, touching and covering the Winchester Pike at 
its northern edge, and commanding at easy range the Old Road 
across the Branch to the south, was stationed a regiment of 
South Carolina infantry. Less than a mile away on the Pike 
toward Winchester, was the whole of Kershaw’s division of 
infantry and Cutshaw’s artillery ; and General Early’s own head- 
quarters were but a few hundred yards farther on in the town 
of Winchester. 


The order to General McIntosh was definite, yet broad and 
far-reaching. The plan and method of execution of it were 
wholly his own, and were characteristic of the military quality 
of that forceful man and brilliant officer. 


He knew, first, that his troops could be relied on to go to 
the utmost in carrying out his commands. They were veteran 
and tried soldiers—2nd Ohio, 2nd and 5th New York, 3rd New 
Jersey, lst Connecticut Cavalry and Battery M, 2nd-U. S. Ar- 
tillery. On that day the Second Ohio was put in the advance. 


“Cross the Opequan if possible!’ To execute that order he 
hurled at the charge a force he knew no cavalry picket reserve 
could withstand. The enemy at the ford was routed. .Then, 
without delaying the motion, the charging column was divided, 
the one going up the canon on the Pike, the other to the left over 
The old road across Abrahams Creek.’? The infantry company 
on picket was scattered by the sudden onset, both columns then 
pursuing close on the heels of the enemy’s utterly broken caval- 
ry. In less than seven minutes from the time the charging col- 
umn struck the enemy at the ford, it was sweeping past the 
wooded crest at the mouth of the canon where was stationed the 
infantry reserve. And as the Pike and the Old Road come to- 
gether a little distance farther on, that wood and the infantry 
regiment within it were surrounded while yet the dust of their 
fleeing cavalry filled the air; and Winchester and Kershaw’s camp 
were in plain sight. 
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All the remainder was matter of swift detail. The regiment 
of Confederate infantry, Eighth South Carolina, Colonel Hena- 
gan, laid down its arms and surrendered. Of their cavalry there 
were captured officers and men from six different Virginia reg- 
iments. All the prisoners were hurried to the rear at double- 
quick, and the Brigade, with its two killed and three wounded, 
withdrew from the field of Abrahams Creek just as Kershaw’s 
Division deployed in its front for action. 


The reconnaissance was over! 


. Inasmuch, however, as in some minor matters of that action, 
there is a wide variance in the official reports and the histories— 
published and about to be published—which interest and affect 
the Second Ohio Cavalry, I will go briefly and rapidly in more 
detail over some of its features. 


The charging column which was hurled at the enemy sta- 
tioned at the ford, was two regiments—the Second Ohio and the 
Third New Jersey. Except stray, wild shots, there was no fight- 
ing when our column struck the picket reserve; for such of them 
as were not captured were running up the Pike and the Old Road 
at full speed. The Company of infantry on picket at the ford of 
Abraham, scattered themselves in the woods without staying to 
fight, and they escaped. Lt. Col. Purington’s column of two 
battalions of the Second Ohio rushed on in pursuit of such of the 
cavalry as had fled over the Old Road. The other battalion of the 
Second Ohio under Major Nettleton, and the 3rd New Jersey, 
under Col. Suydam, charged up the Pike to the right through the 
main canon. 


The two charging columns reached the summit of the gorge 
at about the same moment and rushed on in pursuit beyond the 
summit to about the point where the Pike and the Old Road come 
together. As the cavalry of both armies—pursued and pursuers 
—Confederate and Union, swept over the crest of the hill, they 
were so in one mass, enveloped in dust, as to be undistinguishable 
from each other. So it appeared to the Confederate infantry 
in the wood—looking at the wild rout as it passed; and such is 
the account of it written to me by Col. Wm. E. James, a promi- 
nent citizen of South Carolina, who was an officer of that regi- 
ment and with it that day. 
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After our charging column swept over the crest and the blue 
uniform of our men was more discernible, the infantry from the 
cover of the wood fired some shots at our cavalry which had 
passed, and at those still coming up the Pike; but they shortly 
ceased that firing, for as Col. James writes, they noticed that the 
smoke of their guns was drawing the fire from ours, and they 
used them no more that day. Nor was there any further firing 
or fighting on that field except a short sharp attack from the 
wooded ravine on the left flank of Nettleton’s battalion as it was 
getting into position at the front—the attack coming from the 
portion of one infantry Company and some stragglers, who, Col. 
James states, made their escape. In that attack Sergt. Pierce of 
the 2nd Ohio—one of our most gallant comrades—was mortally 
wounded. 


When General McIntosh had reached the Crest, close on the 
rear of the column that charged over the Pike, the presence of 
the infantry regiment in the woods had been ascertained and was 
reported to him, and at the same moment a message from Net- 
tleton on the Pike at the front told of a heavy column of Con- 
federate infantry in full view rapidly approaching from Winches- 
ter and less than a mile away. Orders went to Nettleton at 
once to hold his troops where they were in line across the Pike 
facing Winchester; and like orders went to Suydan to connect 
on Nettleton’s right, and to Purington to connect on his left; and 
those lines so remained until the recall sounded. 


Then to invest the woods in which the Confederate regiment 
was hiding, the General ordered the 1st Connecticut to line up 
on the east side of it, dismount and enter against the enemy, and 
at the same time sent me to take a squadron from Nettleton’s 
battalion and approaching the wood from the rear or Winchester 
side, reconnoiter for the infantry regiment, and bring it out if 
possible. With Early’s infantry approaching at the double-quick 
and near at hand, our movements must be rapid. 


Major Nettleton dared spare but twenty men which he gave 
me under command of Lieut. Chester, and we went in close order 
direct to the wood on the west side. 
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That wood was low-limbed and dense, with much of under- 
growth screening the presence and movements of people con- 
cealed within it. At the crest of the Pike at the northeast corner, 
the ground was a hillock. The surface sloped away from thence 
to the south, and, reaching the dry ravine on the west, dropped 
sharply to a level of forty feet at the foot of the ravine where 
the wood stopped. 


Why was that regiment of infantry so silent within this al- 
most impenetrable jungle of trees and rolling ground? Col. 
James of that regiment shall tell us. He says: 


“Colonel Henagan, at the first sound of the conflict at the 
ford, and surmising that the enemy was coming in force, hastily 
mounted his orderly on his horse and told him to go with all 
speed to General Connor, commanding Kershaw’s old brigade. 
Then to avoid exposure of his men from the scattering fire upon 
them when the Union column first came up, he faced his regi- 
ment to the rear and marched farther into the woods—going as 
far as to the foot of the hill towards Winchester, to the ravine. 
When down there Colonel Henagan came to me and said, ‘James, 
I have been away from the regiment so long that the men have 
become demoralized and I can do nothing with them.’ I said, 
‘Colonel, the men will do anything you tell them, and will cut 
through this line if you will give the order.’ He was brave 
enough, but did not think rapidly and hesitated here, at last saying 
he would not be responsible for the loss of so many lives.’”’ Col. 
James adds: “We then went back up the hill where you saw us. 
We were hoping all the time that relief would come.” 


When, with Chester and his men I reached the ravine i 
saw across on the other side, thirty yards away, half concealed 
among the trees and bushes the line of Confederate infantry, 
sitting on the steep slope facing us with guns in hand. The sud- 
denness of their discovery and in that position with arms at the 
“ready,” was unexpected and a little disconcerting—considering 
the smallness of our squad and that they were watching us as 
intently as we them. But they showed no disposition to fire im- 
mediately, and so in parley I called across to the Colonel saying 
that in the name of General McIntosh commanding I had come 
to demand and accept their surrender, that they were entirely 
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surrounded by a large force and escape was hopeless, and re- 
quested that his men lay down their arms where they were and 
move at once to the foot of the ravine. But the Colonel made no 
answer, nor did he or any of his men stir. ‘The demand was re- 
peated with urgent spirit, for every moment we expected to hear 
the guns of Kershaw’s attack on Nettleton’s line. And the men 
of this beleaguered regiment into whose eyes we were looking 
were eagerly listening and waiting for the same sound, and they 
would then have made good use of their own guns to heip out. 
But no such sound came, and at my second demand the Colonel 
arose, passed some command down his line, the men laid down 
their arms where they were and marched out to the foot of the 
ravine, surrendering themselves prisoners of war. 


However, their marching down to the ravine and surrender- 
ing to me was not, as it turned out, and as Col. James writes me, 
so much due to the urgency of my demand as it was due to the 
fact that these people knew that our dismounted line which was 
sent in on the other side of the wood -was steadily working its 
way through the dense thicket toward where the Confederates 
lay on the sharp slope of the ravine, still concealed from sight in 
that direction; and, believing that the moment this dismounted 
line sighted them it would open fire, they chose the less difficuit 
and dangerous way and moved out on my demand and surrend- 
ened. 


I immediately went to the foot of the ravine, met the Colonel 
as he came down, asked his name, and requested him to line up 
his men quickly. I asked for his regimental colors. He said they 
were left on the ground with their arms. As Chester was a little 
distance from me down the line, I turned to the soldier nearest 
and ordered him to go up and bring out the colors from where 
they lay, but to gather no arms; we had no time for them. I 
did not know the soldier’s name or face. Then sending a mes- 
sage to the General that the enemy’s regiment of infantry had 
surrendered and were being marched rapidly to the rear, the line 
of prisoners was moved by the left flank at double-quick down 
the ravine to the Branch, down the Branch to the road, and so to 
the ford where we joined the main column then in motion toward 
Berryville. 
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Captain Chester in a letter to me says: “I was with you 
when the regiment—Eighth South Carolina—surrendered. They 
were told to leave their arms. on the ground and come out. The 
-impression that remains with me is that we did not dare to have 
them come out with their arms, for when they could see how few 
we were they would refuse to surrender. For, from a careful 
examination I made of the spot when re-visiting it a few years 
ago, I am sure they could not see more than a platoon of our 
men. Lieutenant Fisher, in the evening, told me that from his 
position in the front line that day he could see both Kershaw’s 
column advancing and you and me with our little squad down by 
the ravine demanding the surrender of this regiment, and that he 
never expected us to get out alive.” 


Reaching camp at Berryville with the prisoners, in charge 

of whom, by the General’s direction, I had remained, they were 
that evening turned over to General Wilson’s Division Headquar- 
ters as from General McIntosh. The coiors of the captured 
Carolina regiment I had not seen at all; but on returning from 
. General Wilson’s headquarters to our own, I learned they had 
been turned in to the Adjutant-General of our Brigade. 


The reconnaissance was over, and nothing more should need 
be said. It was an event of worthy triumph, for the General who 
commanded, and for every brave soldier and officer who did his 
duty that day. But unfortunately, more must be said in defense 
of us, living, and of the ‘noble dead who were with us that day. 
For at this late time—more than forty years after the event— 
there has come to the surface, and now is on the threshold of wide 
publicity, a tale that does dishonor to each worthy comrade, 
while some it vilifies with malicious libel. 


And so, let us say on until we shall bring this tale to the 
searching light of the sacred camp-fire that glows in our midst 
today. | 


Three..or,iour years ago, in preparing for an address at the 
annual meeting of a Military Order at Cincinnati on a theme re- 
lating to the events in the Shenandoah Valley preceding the Bat- 
tle of the Opequan, I examined the War of the Rebellion Record 
covering that campaign. That volume had not been long issued, 
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and it was the first time I had seen it. In the official report of 
General McIntosh, covering this reconnaissance of Abrahams 
Creek, I found mentioned with honor the name of Isaac Gause, 
Corporal of Co. E, 2nd Ohio Cavalry, as having “secured the 
Battle Flag of the 8th South Carolina Infantry” captured that day. 
In the same volume and in that connection was a foot-note say- 
ing that a Congressional Medal of Honor had been awarded Cor- 
poral Gause for the capture of the colors of the 8th South Caro- 
jina Infantry while engaged in reconnaissance on the Berryville 
and Winchester Pike, September 13, 1864. 


Never before having known or heard of Isaac Gause or ot 
his valorous deeds at Abrahams Creek, or of the distinguished 
mention made of him in official reports, or of a medal awarded 
him for service that day, I felt that I should write and ask for 
fuller information than I seemed to possess of what took place 
on that field from his point of view. 


And so, after giving in a letter.to him a brief general out- 
line of the day as I recalled it, | asked him, first, whether he was 
with the battalion commanded by Major Nettleton when it was in 
line across the Pike facing Winchester? and, second, whether he 
was with a detachment under an officer that was sent from Nettle- 
ton’s line back to the clump of wood where the Confederate in- 
fantry was said to be? and if so, how many soldiers were in the 
detachment, and what officer was in command? third, in what 
manner was the Confederate infantry gotten out of the wood? 
and fourth, what was done with the prisoners, their guns, and 
their colors? 


To my letter he made prompt answer, saying: 

“Yours of the 6th inst. at hand. I have prepared with much 
labor and expense a manuscript containing 300 pages, that I am 
anxious to have published as soon as the means is provided. 


I was in command Sep. 13, 1864, of the videt line on the 
Pike, and was in command of the advance guard. It was my 
squad that captured cavalry and infantry videts. I also located 
the 8th South Carolina and reported the fact to General MclIn- 
tosh, ted the charge, demanded and accepted the surrender of 
Col. Henagan with his brigade staff, 16 officers and 145 men. 
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I will have that part of the narrative copied and send it to you. 
Respectfully, 


Isaac Gause.”’ 


He shortly sent, the promised narrative, which, after saying 
that he was, on Sept. the 13th, 1864, in charge of a picket post 
of eight men near the Winchester Pike toward the Opeqran, and 
that as the Brigade approached marching out on the reconnais- 
sance, he with his eight men took the advance, he proceeds in his 
narrative as follows: 


“The trumpet sounded forward, and, without further orders 
or instructions, moved toward Opequan Creek. We knew noth- 
ing of the position of the enemy, except that their videt was on 
the summit of the hill on the east side of the Creek, and we 
moved on the walk until the alarm shot was fired by him, and 
then without orders we galloped after him, and dashing down the 
steep grade that curved round the hill and terminates at a creek 
crossing, we reached a log house on the opposite side of the 
Creek and rode into their cavalry reserve before they were able to 
mount, and of course they surrendered. We had gained a long 
distance on the head of the column led by Captain Newton, who 
was rapidly closing up on us, so I ordered my men to let the 
prisoners go and follow me. 


“At this point the road bears to the left up a gradual grade 
that terminates at the top of the ridge running parallel with the 
Creek. On the ridge the enemy’s infantry line was deployed 
and as we were within easy range, they were making good use 
of their opportunity, but our rapid movements put them to a dis- 
advantage and they broke, making easy prey for my men, who 
deployed at will and picked them up. 


“At this point is a small grove or woods, rectangular in 
shape, between the pike and Abraham's Creek. The eastern 
side skirts the top of the main ridge and slopes toward Winches- 
ter, while the other edge skirts*the edge of the first ravine. 


“Granville Reed and I followed the Pike and picked up two 
men, who told us that the 8th South Carolina infantry was in 
the woods at our left. Reed went back with the prisoners and I 
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went beyond the woods and turned out on a low ridge and crossed 
the shallow ravine for the purpose of taking observations, pre- 
suming that the column would follow me, but was surprised when 
they opened fire on the south side of the woods and at the same 
time a volley from the woods caused me to think a swarm of bees 
was passing my ears. To protect myself as much as possible I 
turned into the ravine and kept close.to the woods until I ar- 
rived at the Pike just as General McIntosh with staff and 3rd New: 
Jersey escort halted on the ridge formerly occupied by the enemy’s 
line. I galloped directly to him and reported the result of my ob- 
servations, and told him, ‘We can capture them.’ He said, ‘Will 
you go?’ ‘Certainly,’ was my reply. He then turned to some one 
and ordered a squadron of the Third New Jersey to follow. me. 
I galloped back over the same route I had just come, and when 
on the low ridge a volley was fired at me, and another in quick 
succession but from a different direction. This caused me to look 
about, when I discovered the 3rd New Jersey squadron fleeing 
in confusion. 


“Company E now advanced to a high point on the opposite 
side of Abraham’s Creek and far enough down to see me, whom 
they thought was one of the enemy, and some of them were firing 
at me when I waved my cap at them and motioned not to shoot. 
I then galloped after the broken squadron hoping to rally them, 
but they were all Germans and most of them had fled over the 
main ridge and further attempt on my part to rally them was 
abandoned. 


“I had been wishing for one of the Butterfly.capes worn by 
the 8rd New Jersey, and coming across a wounded horse with a 
full outfit on him, I cut the saddle straps and availed myself of 
the opportunity and threw the cape across my saddle and galloped 
towards headquarters. The enemy, who had kept up a steady 
fulisade at me, suddenly ceased firing. I slackened the pace of 
the* horse to a walk and said to myself, “The dog is dead,’ mean- 
ing that the enemy would now take advantage of an opportunity 
to escape by going. down Abrahams Creek, the banks of which 
were sufficiently high to hide them from view until they were 
under cover of the next line, consisting of a cav alry brigade en- 
camped about three fourths of a mile away. 
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“T arrived at headquarters at the same time General Wilson 
did, he having come from the opposite direction. The same old 
air of excitement and temerity that always prevailed at his head- 
quarters came with him, and he said, ‘General McIntosh, you had 
better get your men out of here as quick as possible.’ In reply 
General McIntosh said, “There is a regiment in those woods.and 
we want to capture them. Captain Houghton, send a squadron 
of the 2nd Ohio to follow this man.’ Major Nettleton happened 
to be near with a part of two companies, about thirty men, and 
Captain Houghton delivered the order to him. I placed myself 
at their head and urged them to a gallop. We arrived at the creel 
just in time to intercept the enemy, and placing my gun in posi- 
tion to shoot, [ demanded surrender. They turned by fours left 
about and were soon under cover, the bank being high at that 
point. 


“Our men wheeled by fours into line and charged toward 
the wood, and as we reaclied the summit of the ridge we were met 
by a volley that sent the line back into the second ravine. With 
my eye on the foe I did not notice the men falling back until a 
ball struck my carbine knocking the barrel from my left hand, 
when | looked around and discovered but one man near me. It 
was Miller of Co. G, and I said to him, ‘Miller, I guess we are 
alone.’ He replied by saying, ‘they will come again, they are re- 
forming. We turned and went towards them and I said, ‘for 
God’s sake, men, do not let them get away now. We have them 
surrounded and they must surrender.’ One of them replied in 
a firm voice, ‘Gause, we will follow you.’ I answered, ‘Come on, 
then.’ And we went—only to meet another volley on the ridge, 
but the line did not falter, and before they could reload we were 
in the first ravine shouting, “Stack your arms! Surrender !’— 
which they did. I then dismounted, ran into the woods, took 
the flag and marched them out. 


“The enemy’s cavalry was moving up Abrahams Creek, the 
bullets from their carbines were falling near us, so we did not 
stop to pick up the infantry muskets but let them stand where the 
prisoners had stacked them. 

“The prisoners were marched up Abrahams Creek, and 
when they turned over the ridge I reined to one side and passed 

21 


them. The Colonel saluted his flag, and the men said, ‘we have 
followed it many times.’ ‘Under very different circumstances,’ 
was my reply.” 


Accompanying this copy of his narrative was a confidential 
letter of Mr. Gause to me, but in a subsequent letter he voluntarily 
removed the ban of confidence and I quote from it as follows: 


“T am very anxious that you give the comrades who partici- 
pated in that movement all the praise that can be bestowed on any 
one. But as for Major Nettleton, there cannot be a word said 
to his credit, and I give you herewith my unprejudiced version 
with reference to his part in the action, 


‘In the first place I know, and believe that you have some 
reason to know, that when you delivered the General's order, that 
he protested and said that he could not go there, as it was between 
the enemy’s lines, and that you then repeated the order and that 
I placed myself at the head of the column and urged him on, and 
for permitting that he should have been censured instead of 
promoted. 


“T was the only one to dismount, and when the prisoners 
were being marched out of the woods, Nettleton sat on his horse 
looking at me with amazement and remarked, ‘You had better be 
getting out of here, and I then gave the. command, ‘Right face, 
Forward, March!’ and he then took the advance and I the rear of 
the column. 


“Major Nettleton was the only officer in the detachment, and 
from a military point of view, was in command. But in that 
instance was not the command delegated to me by General McIn- 
tosh’s order? I assumed it however, and led all the movements, 
gave all orders, and demanded and accepted the surrender. 


“Do not attribute what I say to malice, as I think it but 
proper that Major Nettleton’s connection with the affair in ques- 
tion be presented to the people precisely as it occurred, so that 
he cannot be accredited with being in any way conspicuous in 
establishing the heroic record of the Regiment, as I shall show 
in my book later on; but for the present let us look at the situa- 
tion on that day. 
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“Major Nettleton was in command of the First Battalion in 
advance of the column, and at the time you delivered the order 
to him his battalion was on the left of the line then on the hill 
beyond Abrahams Creek. What was he doing strolling about 
with a part of a squadron? However, it was fortunate in this 
instance, for if he had been at his post, you would have had to 
go to the Regiment to comply with your orders, and, meantime, 
the enemy would have made their escape, as had we been two 
minutes later we would have been in their,rear instead of front. 


“Nettleton took and got all the credit at Columbus, was 
promoted, and recommended many men for commissions that 
had-in no way contributed to the high standing of the Second, 
nor were they in any way able to maintain it. This conduct on 
Nettleton’s part I cannot help regarding as nothing short of 
-anfamy.”’ | 


Such was the liberal contribution from Isaac Gause to the 
story of the events of Abrahams Creek. I filed his letters and 
narrative out of sight; for although the account of what he did 
comprised substantially all that was accomplished that day, yet 
it was all so fantastic, so grotesque as to be ludicrous, and not 
likely to be taken for the truth by any one—certainly not by 
the fighting boys of the Second who were on that reconnaissance. 


But there still remained three things in the case that were 
serious: First, the evident malice with which he imputed to 
Major Nettleton cowardice, incompetence, and conspiracy; Sec- 
ond, the declaration of cowardice on the part of a squadron of 
the Second Ohio Cavalry, which he alleges he led on the charge 
against the Confederate infantry, but who, he says, fled in dis- 
order at the first volley, although nothing was hit by the enemy’s 
fire but his own carbine; and Third, were the facts—wrapped up 
in his story of the taking the enemy’s battle-flag—that his name 
was mentioned in that connection in the official report of the 
commanding General, and of the award to him of a congres- 
sional medal for valor on the field of Abrahams Creek, matters 
of official record. ‘Then, indeed, there should be added a Fourth 
serious matter: Gause had 300 pages of this same sort of 
heroic narrative of what he did in four years of war, and of 
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what others did not do, ready to publish if some one would fur- 
nish the means. 


But because I believed the chances were as 1000 to 1 against 
any person or publisher furnishing the means or responsibility for 
printing that sort of material in a book; and as for more than 
forty years the above mentioned official record had not, so far 
as I knew, disturbed the peace of mind of any comrade of the 
Regiment, I concluded it was well enough to let Isaac Gause live 
and die in the harmless belief that these heroic things he had 
been telling to himself, say forty times a year for forty years, 
were really true. And so, as I said, I filed the whole budget out 
of sight and out of thought. 


But a few months ago I received from The Neale Publishing 
Co. of New York and Washington, the prospectus of a book en- 
titled “Four Years With Five Armies,” by Isaac Gause, late of 
Co. E, Second Ohio Cavalry, Large Octavo, Price $2.00. 


Here was the unexpected. The one chance in a thousand had 
come. The tale of Gause was out of Pandora’s Box, and, in the 
language of our most pious trooper, “the Devil would be to pay.” 


I wrote the publishers for the book. They answered that 
it was “in the factory” yet, and when out they would let me 
know. 


Then shortly came a circular from the same source soliciting 
my photograph to put into this book, saying that “Portrait illus- 
trations of the members of the 2nd Ohio Calvary, especially of 
those who were unusually conspicuous.for their valor’ would 
greatly enhance the value of the book. Price of portrait, $9.00 
to $15.00, according to size. JI suppose every soldier of the 
Second got copies of both circulars. 


A little time afterward I received a note from General Net- 
tleton enclosing the Photograph Circular and saying, ‘‘The en- 
closed, among accumulated mail, has just met my eye. What 
do you know of the real merit and tone of Gause’s book? Whaat 
are you doing about a picture? The proposition seems to me 
fishy !” 
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[immediately answered saying, “I hasten to warn you not to 
send your photograph for Gause’s proposed book,” and then pro- 
ceeded to give the substance of Gause’s narrative of the day at 
Abrahams Creek, and of his letters to me, and especially of his 
declared purpose to “show up Nettleton further on in his book.” 


To my letter the General replied saying: “I have twice 
read your letter through. I certainly shall not send my photo- 
graph to the New York publishers. I believe if they are honor- 
able men, as you understand them to be, Mr. Neale, President, 
who sends out the circular, will not, after such presentation as 
you have made to me, permit this libelous stuff to go out witn 
the imprint of his Company. He has a responsibility, honorable 
and financial, in the premises which a respectable and solvent 
publishing house might well hesitate to confront by taking such 
a step after being fully informed. I am not unduly sentitive 
concerning the possibility of having mud thrown at my military 
record forty-two years after its close. But no matter how in- 
significant and absolutely false may be this person’s libels, it is 
uncomfortabie to think of his malicious and grotesque falsehoods 
getting lodgement in the mind and memory of any one not ac- 
quainted with the actual facts. 1 am therefore disposed to sug- 
gest that you write to Mr. Walter Neale in his individual ca- 
pacity, as man to man, setting forth the substance of the narrative 
of Gause and of his letters to you, much as you have written them 
to me, saying what you like of myself and my record, and making 
such comment as to you shall seem just and pertinent.” 


I did so, quoting from my letter to Nettleton, and from his 
answer to me, and then repeating the copy of Gause’s narrative 
of what he said Nettleton did, and did not, do, and including the 
letters of Gause as read in your hearing. I also furnished Mr. 
Neale-a copy of the military record of General Nettleton, taken 
from United States Senate Document No. 489, but which does 
not need to be rehearsed to men who followed and fought under 
him through the Valley Campaign. But an autograph letter from 
General Custer to Governor Brough, in my possession—copy of 
which I sent to Mr. Neale—I here quote as of deep interest to 
us all: 


Head Quarters Third Cavalry Division, 
Mid. Mil. Div. 


Feb. 24, 1865. 
His Excellency Gov. Brough: | 


As Lt. Col. Nettleton, of the 2nd Ohio Cavalry is about to 
proceed to Ohio with the intention of procuring as many men 
as possible to fill his regiment, I desire to urge upon your Ex- 
cellency the propriety of rendering Col. Nettleton all possible 
facilities for accomplishing this end. 


The Second Ohio has been under my command for a con- 
siderable period, during which time they have been repeatedly 
engaged with the enemy. Upon all such occasions their conduct 
has been most gallant and deserving. I have known this regiment 
to hold positions against vastly superior forces of the enemy under 
circumstances which most regiments would have considered as 
warranting a retreat; and I take pleasure in assuring your Ex- 
cellency that in my entire Division numbering twelve regiments 
from different States, | have none in which I repose a greater 
confidence than in the 2nd Ohio. 


For these reasons I feel assured that the interests of the 
service would be greatly promoted by filling this regiment to its 
maximum number. 


Your Excellency cannot find among the many gallant sons 
of Ohio a more gallant or deserving officer than Lt. Col. Net- 
tleton. 

Very respectfully, 
G. A. Custer, 
Bvt. Major General. 


And in another letter of General Custer’s written somewhat 
later he said: 7 

“T have been in command of this Division nearly ten months. 
During this entire period the Second Ohio has been under the 
command of Lieut. Col. Nettleton, under whose brave and skill- 
ful management it has achieved a reputation for courage and 
efficiency second to none in the service. I consider Lt. Col. Net- 
tleton as without a superior in this army as regards the necessary 
qualifications of a good cavalry commander.” 
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This I quoted to Mr. Neale, and then added: “I knew Major 
Nettleton intimately during the entire war, and have maintained 
that acquaintance to the present time. In courage, competency, 
and soldierly bearing no officer of the famous Second Cavalry 
was more conspicuous or worthy than he. After the war he was 
the, associate and confidential representative of Jay Cooke in his 
great financial operations; was subsequently a prominent jour- 
nalist—editor and proprietor of one of the leading dailies of the 
West; was Assistant, and for some time acting, Secretary of 
the United States Treasury in President Harrison’s administra- 
tion; and without lengthening the list I only further add that he 
is a conspicuous member of the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion of the United States—an Order into which no officer of 
the Army ever enters whose record bears a stain.” 


I then related to Mr. Neale the service of Major Nettleton 
at Abrahams Creek with even more detail than is incidentally 
given in the narrative portion of this paper. 


Thus much was said of the record and standing of Major 
Nettleton, and of his service in war and in peace, because it was 
due to the Neale Publishing Co. to know that the book they were 
announcing would vilify and libel his military record and char- 
acter, and also that they might understand that this story of 
Gause would not pass unchallenged. 


Then I added in my letter to Mr. Neale a word of comment 
as to Mr. Gause, as follows: 


“In this reconnaissance, made by the brigade of General 
McIntosh, the things accomplished, aside from ascertaining that 
Kershaw’s Division was still at Winchester, were, first, the rout- 
ing of the enemy’s cavalry picket and the capture of about 40 
of them; and second, the capture of the 8th So. Carolina In- 
fantry with its battle flag. 


From the manuscript of Mr. Gause, which he is anxious 
to have printed by you in a book, it appears that it was he and 
he alone with his eight men who routed and captured the enemy’s 
cavalry, and that it was he that charged and captured the regi- 
ment of infantry, including its battle flag. 
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But Mr. Gause did not command the force that charged 
the enemy’s cavalry troops. He did not lead a squadron, or a 
part of a squadron of the Second Ohio Cavalry charging the 
enemy's infantry in the woods. He did not lead any charge upon 
the enemy’s infantry in the woods. There was no charge made 
upon the infantry in the woods or elsewhere. Mr. Gause did not 
capture the infantry regiment of the enemy, nor did he accept 
its surrender, nor did he march it off the field. And the evidence 
that he did none of these things is overwhelming, is conclusive 
and is in hand. 


As a staff officer of General McIntosh I saw the surrender 
of the So. Carolina regiment. Not a gun was fired on the oc- 
casion. No force was used or attempted. The demand for sur- 
render was made in the name of General McIntosh, and on the 
ground that they were surrounded and hopelessly cut off.” 


I then concluded my letter to Mr. Neale by saying: 


“It seems also due to all members of the old Regiment that 
they be informed of the character of the book which Mr. Gause 
has written and now seeks to sell to them; for it is a reasonable 
presumption that the remainder of his narrative, equally with this 
concerning the affair at Abrahams Creek, is untrustworthy and 
obnoxious.” 


Within ten days came to me a note from Mr. Walter Neale, 
Pres., saying: ‘‘We thank you for yorr letter of June 18th. This 
we have referred to Mr. Gause. We cannot, of course, know 
the merits of a controversy within an organization of troops, 
but we have never knowingly published that which is false, nor 
have we any intention of doing so. There is very little money 
for us in the publication of war records, hence the printing of 
such books * * * -is more a pleasure than a profit, and we 
have no intention of doing wrong to any man.” 


Mr. Neale’s note I sent to General Nettleton: and after 
waiting a reasonable time for some report of what Gause had 
to say of the matters referred to him by Neale, and hearing 
nothing, I again wrote him, acknowledging his note and en- 
closed the comments on it in Nettleton’s reply to me, received 
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in the meantime, and which said, first, that there was no “con- 
troversy’ in the Second Ohio on this matter—and second on 
the statement of Mr. Neale that they never knowingly published 
anything that was false, pertinently inquired what evidence, not 
already furnished, should be wanted to put them on inquiry and 
prevent them from knowingly doing wrong in publishing this 
book. I quoted the entire letter of General Nettleton and ended 
by saying: 


“T scarcely need add anything to the General’s urgency for 
a prompt decision in this matter, and am confident that within a 
time early as the character of the matter demands we shall be 
informed of your determination to proceed with or abandon the 
publication of Gause’s book.” : 


More than three months have passed since that letter was 
sent. No answer, no acknowledgment has been made. What: 
Isaac Gause thought when Neale referred the matter to him, 
we do not know. Neither should we know whether it is their 
purpose to go ahead and publish the book unchanged, or to 
purge it of its untruths and libels, or to abandon it altogether, 
were it not that they have been writing recently to some com- 
rades who were inquiring whether the book they subscribed for 
months ago was to appear... One of these letters signed by Mr. 
Neale himself I happened to see. It reads: ‘The book by Mr. 
Gause is now in preparation, and will be issued by us during the 
approaching season. I cannot state the exact date. * * * We 
publish the book wholly at our expense with a royalty to Mr. 
Gause, thus showing our appreciation of its merits.” 


Had those letters, or had response to mine, said that the 
book would not be published, or that it would, in justice to fair- 
ness and truth, be revised and expurgated, this discussion, be- 
yond the mere and abridged narrative of the Reconnaissance, 
would not have been made. Now, I will finish, and in a brief 
consideration we will inquire whether Isaac Gause was entitled 
to honorable mention in the commanding General’s official re- 
port, or to the supreme distinction of being awarded a Con- 
gressional medal for valorous deeds on the field of Abrahams 
Creek. 
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Whatever else may be said or thought of the truth or un- 
truth of the narrative of Mr. Gause in so far as he touched the 
events of that field—of what he did, what troops and officers he 
commanded, what fierce and bloodless charges he made against 
fearful odds, there are two of his statements which must be 
taken as true. Those statements are, first, that he picked up 
the battle flag of the 8th So. Carolina Infantry in the woods; 
and second, that with the aid of his knife he stripped the wounded 
horse of a Union soldier and got away with a third Jersey Butter- 
fly Cape which he had long coveted. 


And now as to that captured battle flag, and especially as 
to how Gause got it. It was not in the midst, or at the end, of 
any actual fighting with the regiment whose flag was captured, 
for it did no fighting that day. The flag was with Colonel 
Henagan when his men laid down their arms on the hill-side 
above the ravine, and the flag was laid down with the arms. In 
no more than two minutes after the Colonel had left his flag 
I was talking at his side in the ravine; and in another minute 
had ordered a dismounted trooper to go up the hill-side to the 
spot, not over 40 feet away, where the flag was left, and bring 
it out. I saw that trooper start on his errand. He should have 
reached the spot where the flag was in the woods in a minute 
more. There was then a space of not more than four minutes 
from the time Colonel Henagan left his flag until the messenger 
got to where it lay. Who was this messenger that took my order 
and started away to execute it? I knew neither his name nor 
face, and had no time in that rush to inquire. I thought it was 
enough that he wore the blue. 


Let us recall what Mr. Gause, in the narrative he proposes 
to publish, says of his capture of this Confederate regiment and 
its battle flag. Beginning with an order which hé states was 
given by General McIntosh, it reads: “Send a squadron of the 
Second Ohio to follow this man (meaning Gause). Major Net- 
tleton chanced to be near with a part of two companies, about 
30 men, and Captain Houghton delivered the order to him, and 
I placed myself at their head and urged them to a gallop. * 

Our men wheeled by fours into line and charged towards the 
woods, and as we reached the summit of the ridge we were met 
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by a volley that sent the line back into the second ravine. With 
my eye on the foe I did not notice the men falling back until a 
ball struck-my carbine. * * * JI turned and went back to 
them, and said, ‘For God’s sake rhen do not let them get away 
now, we have them surrounded and they must surrender.’ One 
of them replied in a firm voice, ‘Gause; we will follow you.’ 
I answered, ‘Come on then,’ and we went only to meet another 
volley on the ridge. But our line did not falter and before they 
could re-load we were in the ravine shouting, ‘Stack your arms: 
—surrender,’ which they did. I then dismounted, ran into the 
woods, took the flag, and marched them out.” 


There appears between this narrative by Gause, and the one 
given above by me, one point in common, namely, that the battle 
flag of the 8th So. Carolina Infantry was picked up in the woods 
immediately after the surrender. He says he did it. And no 
doubt he did, and that he was the man in blue whom I ordered to 
go and bring out the flag! 


In no other particulars do.the two narratives agree. And 
I have not a moment’s question as to which of them the comrades 
of the Second Ohio will believe—especially with the confirmation 
of our own Captain Chester, and of Colonel James of the 8th So. 
Carolina, both of whom were on the spot. 


And yet Mr. Gause has found a company of printers—who 
with him propose to publish his tale in a book of Four Years of 
Gause in Five Armies, and sell to us comrades of the Old Second! 


It perhaps should be noted in passing, that Chester writes 
that the men composing the squad he commanded at the sur- 
render were all from Company H. But it will not be forgotten 
that Isaac Gause was Corporal-at-large on the field that day. 
He knew where on the line his own company was, but he did 
not gather himself to its ranks. They even shot at him, but he 
stayed away, busying himself with taking observations, advising 
the commanding General, leading forlorn charges, and gathering 
the pick-up and debris that may be found on the rough-and-tum- 
ble field of a reconnaissance. In that way I suppose it was he hap- 
pened to stand at my shoulder at the psychological moment when 
the battle flag was to be gathered in. 
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So much for the way in which Gause got the enemy’s flag 
that day. And now as to what he did with it. 


In the fresh triumph of its possession, hear again his out- 
burst: “I marched the prisoners up Abrahams Creek and when 
we turned over the ridge I reined my horse to one sidé and 
passed them. The Colonel saluted his flag; and the men said, 
‘We have followed it many times.—‘Under very different cir- 
cumstances,’ was my reply.” ! 


In the first place there was no spectacular display of that 
battle flag on the return march to camp at Berryville, no sad 
saluting of it by Colonel Henagan, no dramatic comment by his 
men, no lofty speech by Mr. Gause as he held the flag on high; 
but it was quietly and inconspicuously got back to camp at Berry- 
ville and turned in that night at our Brigade Headquarters. 


How Gause’s name got mentioned in the official report of 
that day’s action by the Brigade Commander, and how it hap- 
pened that a Congressional medal was awarded him for such deed 
of valor, we now may only infer. Part of it is easy. For when 
the consideration of his claim should be made by the Secretary of 
War he would have before him the official report of the General 
commanding the Brigade, making honorable mention of Corporal 
Gause in connection with the capture of the battle flag of the 
enemy’s infantry in action at Abrahams Creek. Such report being 
indorsed by General Wilson commanding Division, and by Gen- 
eral Torbert Chief of Cavalry, approving with high. praise the 
achievements of that action, the Honorable Secretary would 
not, in the absence of opposition, hesitate to award Isaac Gause, 
Corporal, a. hero’s medal. 


And now the case of Mr. Gause’s title by official record to 
distinction for gallantry and valor on the battlefield, comes 
right back to the tent of the Brigade Adjutant, where the first 
official mention of his name was made on the night of the 13th 
September, 1864, 


As said above, I knew nothing of what was done with the 
captured battle-flag except that it had been turned in to our 
Headquarters. If Mr. Gause brought it there—and of course 
he did—he was careful not to look me up, although I was the 
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only officer of his regiment on the staff, and, as it seems, was 
really the only officer who should know how the flag was secured 
by Gause. 


‘And now I will say some things that will be more like talk- 
ing of family matters; for a general and his staff ideally live 
in the social and confidential relations of the family circle. Gen- 
eral McIntosh, illustrious and brilliant on the field of battle, of 
rare competence in council and discipline, and embodying all 
those high soldierly qualities that made him loyally beloved by 
his command, had an aversion so great to writing official re- 
ports that it was well understood on the staff that he would 
always rather fight a battle than write the report of it. He 
wrote nothing he could avoid—even his private letters were 
sometimes neglected. If the adjutant was not at hand some 
other member of the staff must write his report. 


Captain Miller, the Adjutant, was, on the contrary, a ready 
writer, easy and generous in statement, never inquisitive, rarely 
ever on the battle-field, never saw a battle because so near-sighted 
he could not, even with high power lenses, tell friend from foe 
five rods away. .He had the habit of taking things related as 
true without question. The wicked members of the staff were 
wont to practice on his easy spirit with tales of very tragic things 
that never happened. Captain Miller as a rule wrote out the 
General’s reports, after having had repeated to him the brief— 
always brief—outlines of what was to be covered. 


Now, I shall write only my inference, my theory, of the 
making of this particular report and shall say that it was un- 
doubtedly written by Adjutant Miller; that. while he was at 
work upon it, Gause came to his tent with the flag in his hand, 
and with a tale of how he was in command of the charge against 
the enemy’s infantry, overcame them, took them prisoners and 
secured their battle flag. The flag in Gause’s possession, with 
his account of how he got it, would be ample warrant with 
Miller for inserting at the end of his report as was done, the 
simple statement that he “Took pleasure in saying that Corporal 
Gause of Company E, Second Ohio Cavalry, secured the enemy's 
colors and brought them in.” 

33 


The details of my theory simply show how the deed of de- 
ception was possible. Whatever variation in such detail there 
may have been, the deception was practiced. 


_ Still continuing my theory—that was not all that Isaac Gause 
did with that flag. His feet were now swift on the trail to fame. 


Captured battle flags ali went to one station—the office of 
the Secretary of War. They were not always sent by freight or 
by mule wagon, but the one who captured the flag usually had, 
for the asking, the chance to bear it in person to Washington. 
Did Gause ask that chance, and go? It would so seem; for in 
only six days from the time the flag was picked up on the field 
of Abrahams Creek it was lodged in the flag room of the War 
Department, and a medal therefor awarded and issued to Cor- 
poral Isaac Gause—issued on the roth day of September, 1864. 

And while on that day Gause was thus securing his brazen 
decoration, let us see what the soldiers and officers of the Second 
Ohio were doing. 

The Nineteenth day of September, 1864! 


In the gray dawn of that nineteenth day, on the field of 
Abrahams Creek, there was again the sound of charging squad- 
1ons up the canon of the Winchester Pike, the shouting and war- 
cries of troopers, the rattle of the carbine. The great strategic 
Battle of the Opequan has begun. The Brigade of McIntosh is 
in the advance. 


The open crest by the wooded hill is the key to the plains 
of Winchester beyond, where the battle must be fought. That 
crest must be taken and held for the coming infantry and artillery. 


From the enemy’s guns in the new redoubt at the crest, the 
charging column recoiled, then charged again, and rode the re- 
doubt and its defenders down. The crest was gained!. 


The Sixth and Nineteenth corps were nearing the ford cf 
the Opequan. Suddenly there was a shot on the skirmish line, 
then a rattle of musketry ; and from the crest the General saw in 
the dim light of the morning, only three hundred yards away, 
a heavy mass of Confederate gray advancing in close order at 
double quick. It was Ramseur’s Division of Infantry. The fate 
of the battle lay between McIntosh and that swift coming charge. 
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“Quick! Captain, bring up the Second Ohio at the charge!” 
I went. The Old Second was in reserve at the head of the 
canon, Nettleton in command. “Major, to the charge with the 
regiment! Quick!” 


Down the column as with wings went the order, “Prepare 
to charge!”” Five hundred sabres clanged from their scabbards. 
Then the “Forward!”, the: “Trot!’, the. “Gallop!” The horses 
caught the spirit of the men. Quick as these words they were 
thundering up the hill. Not until the crest should be reached 
~ could those men see to what they were going. 


Now the Confederates in phalanx form, were but one hun- 
dred yards away, still swiftly coming. 


As the head of the Second’s column rose over the crest, and 
Nettleton saw, his high voice and lifted arm were the signal for 
the war-whoop they learned of the Indians on the Plains: and 
that column of fours went like the lightning with its roar of 
terror. It struck the enemy and ————— was broken into frag- 
ments! But the Confederate charge was stopped. ‘The crest 
had been saved! 


Nothing can add lustre to the honor of the Boys of the Oid 
Second who stood at every post of danger on its long line from 
the Plains to the Sea, who endured privations and hardships, who 
with a courage that trembled yet never faltered faced death, 
always in the simple and joyous faith that duty done in heroic 
humility won the soldier’s noblest renown! 


‘A resolution was read by the Secretary to the effect that 
the Secretary of War be requested to inquire into the regularity 
of the issue of a medal to Isaac Gause and to take such action 
in the matter as he deemed proper. 


It was moved that the Resolution be adopted. 


Comrade John Martin of Co. E, then made a few remarks 
stating that Comrade Gause was insane. He said: “I have no 
question in my mind that Isaac Gause is mentally astray and I 
would not be surprised at any statement that he might make. 
He picked up this flag in a brush heap just as we would pick 
up a flag that had been dropped by a regiment. Isaac Gause has 
been in the insane asylum for a long time. Yes, this is true. 
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Now then Isaac was a good soldier in his day. Let us give 
him credit for what he has done, but I think it would not be 
the proper thing to do, (to adopt this resolution) perhaps some- 
thing we would regret. He was with me a whole week visit- 
ing and on some subjects he was all right and on others he was 
all wrong.”’ 


Lieut. Johnson of Co. E and 25th Battery made some re- 
marks saying that he thought it unjust to condemn a man with- 
out a chance to be heard, adding that he knew nothing about 
the merits of this controversy and cared but little, because it is 
a matter, as seemed to him, of so little importance to this Asso- 
ciation. More than forty years have gone by. It has become a 
matter of history. So what is the use of now creating a con- 
troversy? 


Comrade Mussen said in substance that this Mr. Gause 
has been heard. His own statement in writing has been read, and 
comrades here on the floor have stated that Mr. Gause simply 
picked up the flag out of a brush-heap. He said that no one 
should have more sympathy than he for an afflicted comrade, but 
Gause had, it would seem, caused a record to be made which is 
not true. It hurts nothing or any one to correct a wrong. 


After some further discussion of the motion, and particu- 
larly of the statements made that Mr. Gause was insane and 
had been a long time in an insane asylum, a motion to table the 
resolution was adopted. 


Mr. Austin, Secretary, called the attention of Comrades to 
the picture of W. E. Pedrick which he had sent along with his 
regrets at not being able to attend the Reunion. 


A motion was then made for adjournment which was sec- 
onded and a camp fire was arranged for the evening. : 


Officers elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Capt. WE.“ Pedrick, 
Vice-President, E. L. Burge. 


Sec. and Treas., W. R. Austin, 2178 E, 49th St., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 


Executive Committee: Capt. Es F, Webster, ‘John C. Sheets; 
Gen’l H. L. Burnett. 
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LETTERS READ BY SECRETARY. 


Oct. 3, 1907. 
' Walter R. Austin, Esq., ° 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


My Dear Austin: 


Thanks for the notice of reunion of the old Second and Battery, 
which has been forwarded to me from New York. I cannot come, but 
send you, instead, my photograph, taken last month in the saddle on the 
best horse in the State of Washington. 


This glossy Black Prince is the reincarnation of the horse General 
Burnett rode in a race with Captain Chamberlain down the Lexington, 
Ky., pike, when Chamberlain became a pile of dust on the pike 
and we carried it to the house of a couple of Confederate old maids, and 
deposited it against their will in their parlor till he revived. He showed 
his gratitude to them by keeping on south, and, if I am correct, married 
a Tennessee girl. 


I have kept on using the saddle ever since I left the service, en- 
compassing western states and territories, until the physicai culture men 
say I have got a saddle vertebrz, which is endorsed by them. I have often 
rolled down mountain trails and lost horses in quicksands and snow 
crevices in the mountains, but am thankful to know I have been able to 
bob up at the proper time. Our old comrade and friend, O. P. Shaffer, 
Postmaster at Youngstown, O., has been with me on some of these en- 
joyable trips. 


I would dearly love to be with the boys at Youngstown. Shade 
of Ratliff of Warren! I can see his twinkling eyes and smiles as though 
it were but yesterday. “I remember Dan Arnold’s face and walk, as he, too, 
appeared in the old days. ‘There is a host of them, I expect to meet across 
the Styx. : 


In selecting Youngstown this time you have hit it right. Trum- 
bull, Mahoning and Summit Counties (with apologies to Company “H”) 
were the greatest factors at the call of troops for the Second Cavalry. 
Governor Tod, our best war governor, was the regiment’s special friend. 
That I found out when our recruiting party was sent east from the In- 
dian Territory in ’62 for more men. We called upon the Governor, who 
gave us a hearty welcome, and lots of fun that night. I wonder if any 
are left of that recruiting party, but myself? 


Every time I ride over the trail to my coal properties in the Cascade 
Range of mountains in the State of Washington, I cross the base of 
Mount Ranier, where my horse’s legs ford the milky waters from the. 
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Kautz Glacier. It is then I remember the days when, with me alone, 
Colonel Kautz’s horse’s feet and my horse’s feet together have splashed 
the trails in shallow streams in reconnaissances in Kentucky near Cum- 
berland. 


Kautz was stationed at Tacoma when in the regular service before 
the war. He was the first white man to ascend Mount Ranier, hence 
the glacier bears his name. He died in Seattle. I had an interesting 
talk last month with Colonel J. W. Langly of Seattle, who was one of 
General Kautz’ pall bearers. | 


We have a rolling mill in the suburbs of Seattle, the result of a 
Youngstown, Ohio, man’s energy, and the suburb is called Youngstown. 
I have got the coal out there, and before long shall have assembled 
suitable hematite ores that will warrant a steel plant at that place. 


At a recent soldiers’ reunion near Seattle, was one man from our 
regiment, F. J. Hart, Co. “F,” 130 Stanley Avenue, Georgetown, Seattle. 
I missed seeing him. 


On the Fourth of July last, I was west bound through Montana. While 
leisurely opening my forwarded mail on the train, I found my invitation 
to the Custer reunion at Canandagua. The same hour I saw from the 
car window, a half mile distant, the flag over Custer’s last battlefield. 


No, I can’t come. I am too busy rounding up public sentiment in 
seventeen western states and territories against the disastrous effect pro- 
duced by the President’s revocation of the public land laws, together 
with the INDISCRIMINATE creation of forest reserves against the 
will of Congress and the citizens of the West. 

I know, full well, my old comrades of the Western Reserve will 
not understand this; the Press Bureau at Washington issues tons of 
literature in its defense, but the people of every state and territory west 
of the Missouri River understand it fully. 

The McKinley administration created for me legitimately a fortune 
in common with thousands of others. The succeeding administration 
is doing its best to dissipate it, as the entire country is now beginning to 
testify. 

But for the effect of this crippling of western enterprises, I would 
have duplicated General Palmer of Colorado, who gave a reunion to all 
members of his Pennsylvania regiment last month, at Colorado Springs; 
gave them the time of their lives, furnished all transportation and other 
expense, and a week’s happiness. 

I can only hope that dear old, blind Matt Springer, my bugler, whom 
I could hug to-day, if I had him, may not die before me, but be pre- 
served to blow the assembly for you all here in Colorado, as my treat 


in the near future. 
Faithfully yours, 
WioU. “2 EE Sg 
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Mr. D. H. Arnold, President, 
Youngstown, Ohio. 


My Dear Dan: 

I have your kind invitation to be present at the reunion of the reg- 
iment on the 10th of October, and regret very much that I cannot be 
with you. I was at your last reunion at Youngstown, and know what 
the “Buckeyes” can do if they try. It seems a wise thing to have these 
reunions on the old recruiting grounds of the 2nd Ohio, but I wish now 
to extend a most cordial invitation for your meeting next year in Chat- 
tanooga. The rate will be one cent per mile if held at the same time 
the meeting of the Army of the Cumberland is held, which is about the 
middle of October each year, and I will guarantee you the most inter- 
esting time you have ever had. You shall see Chickamauga, Mission- 
ary Ridge, Lookout Mountain, and numerous other battlefields, and you 
will get a most cordial welcome from all the citizens of Chattanooga, 
as well as from hundreds of old Union soldiers who are always present 
at the Army of the Cumberland gatherings. It is not a long trip, nor an 
expensive one, and you will be well taken care of while here. Come 
down and get a taste of Dixie once more before the final roll-call. It 
will do you all good and you will never regret it. [am glad you keep up 
these reunions, and were I not so far away, would always be with you. 

Salute the boys for me, and wishing many more reunions of the old 
and, ‘lam, 
Sincerely yours, 

H. S. CHAMBERLAIN. 


SURGEON J. T. SMITH, WHO SERVED WITH CUSTER, EXPIRES 
IN CALIFORNIA. 


Army surgeon under Custer, collector of internal revenue, physician 
and plantation head—a long and varied life—came to an end with the 
death of Dr. J. T. Smith, formerly of Collinwood, at Long Branch, Cal., 
yesterday. 


Dr. Smith was born in Maryland seventy-seven years ago. His 
father early moved to Ohio, and lived at Hiram and at Warren. The 
son attended the Western Reserve Medical school and got his degree in 
1855. 


When the war broke out the young doctor enlisted with the Second 
Cavalry. He saw service throughout the war. serving at the end with the 
hero of Little Big Horn. 


DEATHS REPORTED SINCE LAST MEETING. 


Sieeeeale Leith, Sept., 1907.......-.-+..+:-24+-+.Long Branch, Cak 
Capt. S. A; Mason, March 18th, 1907............0+..00- Cleveland, O. 
Piette tadmoud Ward, Dec. 17th 1907. ;..... 0.8 oe oe ewe wen Painesville, O. 
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Lieut, ‘A. SDasStrong es Mayad iste g07 ac, cen eee oe eee Ashtabula, -O. 
Co, Hy Entch Leavitterenwothn1006.... 0 a ere Eden Valley, Minn. 
Co. H, Henry Fenton, Nov. 26th, 1906. 

Co. H, Charles Fenton, April 23rd, 1907. 

one el Sige vers see e2oth vat O05 1 i vyckrcheie Spans Rocky River, O. 
(26,7) ,ahOHnmidd voRA io eel Sts £1.50) tet ci asia ts mach) cite ene Wellington, O. 
Co. E, William H. Newton, no date. 

Co. A, Abram Foust, no date. 

Co. F, G. L. Hudson, no date. 


Cop dinetes branlepoinith calles Othene.% ste. -qal sian aur Shelby, O. 
Goa ea eer VO OUWOTEI. SMM (412k cons uh <pcksuhs Gui, Bees Geneva, O. 
Coy Eig. Onno SJ OhnSton ess wah. f+ inp edicts olen atte Wichita, Kans. 
Gov Or Geo rire sar Gnned yee. oe ot s:a's-<fuskcd d aavas cent oetahe oes Niles, O. 
Co. F, Abner E. Rose. 


Co. F, Ira Stimpson. | 
LETTERS RECEIVED FROM THE FOLLOWING: 


Col SGaWe DG abledsy. ce enor ir, soi eog seta cea Washington, D. C. 
Captus Wegie EAR CChiChAne Nast ceptor ce Mauer 1s hey «cadets oes Denver, Colo. 
Cant eAero, Pas ttatiotls..ctueseaia ae cater alee Pe ee TAF Madison, O. 
BHR GxiOre me oui Bite cette aati ety s tatiana Sauek dene Cashmere, Wa. 
Joseph Maddocks Onn reer meric wie chistes 6 cess ae vas N. Ridgeville, O. 
TOMAR UNSSC LEWC Oras cs ete ee termite aise od oie es peaa ce eee ete ees Oberlin, O. 
TSAACH VV TAO aL ame pele Ine Rane eh Roc eth ate ele Medford, Ore. 
BLeni ye ie aba V OIE n ct tem ien ett Aas wc clipe cams avgiais 1 ‘West Union, Ia. 
PC) ey Bite ea Osa Glee Oi er ee ant, ees tie eal eee ae Brookfield, Kans. 
He BAM ib eree Cows task oreien tone oak ce ball 2s te soe oat Osage City, Kans. 
W. B: Hopkins, son of Q. B. Hopkins, Co..E....R. D. No. 1, Canfield, O. 
Pics (SE MIDATITGI EIS CO sph tee ttn ee ane cts acy ine ace oa. eM oa entre tetera Urbana, Ind. 
WIGS Pringer Uw Ure utes hes ee Cee ee ene eee New Washington, O. 
CR Pacah 1S Fas ooh Oa bed ia ads ln a grea, gl ib ad LAA, 5 oa St. Johns, O. 
Be set Oe eek oe ec ee wx tien atee Gi ene ae Springfield, Mo. 
DMathe web a rine Cities uct ner or re ecco tee 3225 Cottage Ave., Toledo, O. 
Delose he Payiies;* Gopi Eb poe cceeer eater ee eta Meta ae 6 8 st. Louis, Mo. 
Prank (Bese wl Oak ues ches onda plane Gcein ede cate es Hackensack, N. J. 
Asavingrahamp Gob syns ctnc cena pane tee eee Charon Center, O. 
Wea bie aralia ree eee bre, eetci a sate criere iets Rafe ke eee ahaha aa Brunswick, O. 
Pe. Basstroupy Com ar ee Ot nttce eet a er Rename ar te oe er... Clyde, ©, 
Nor Ei bOne COs blo, guch se to ata. gunkta ea eee emer Cee Ae ils Elyria, O. 
He Pa ir Dye ier hy ec ate cee vs cere de al eee ere ee Bolivar, W. Va. 
Woeeols) INObTOnE Aaa bl. 3 alrices oats Ok ae eee a eee eee ae Cleveland, O. 
Otie“L., sextet On 1 sae? oka enee Ramee National Mil. Home, Kans. 
ACU. Wilding (oo, elt, cpus eee oie ee een ee tenia ies Cleveland, O. 
BOM. Rindd? 6.0 14 so 2 benno te ve doe ace Oar ee a I oe 2a Spencer, O. 
Wo Fis Gaskell Cae A esas a eee ee eee Red Cliff, Colo. 
Daniel A. “Reyriolas Co, hi its cate wae ek ne Xenia, O. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH BATTERY. 


PemeR TELM TRIN ICAT hayes vb. au Srive cs Yvinp 0 we'd kin 4 die'e sve’ w SV Findlay, O. 
MTS NC eS civ ais sien els 9 Saeed y alas vise un bo de aldo d a he Greenville, Pa. 
MLO T NRMP hoe sia cc 65 ang cia’ ey ale "doe nia. ole oa Vv Pals slo Celso aos Bradford, Pa. 


CR TE OSS ee ee re Ar ee en i te Senta Ss Shelby, O. 
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CAMP-FIRE AFTER-GLOW 


Under this heading the Secretary ventures to include items of interest to the Association 
suggested or furnished by members, though not spoken or read at the Annual Meeting, 


On the morning of April 9th, 1865, a flag of truce from 
General Lee’s headquarters, consisting of a towel affixed to a 
pole, in charge of an officer of Lee’s staff bearing a message 
for General Grant asking for terms of surrender, reached General 
Custer at the extreme front near Appomattox Station, Virginia, 
and near where the Second Ohio Cavalry was briefly resting 
from its rugged work of the previous hours. The message was 
forwarded to Grant’s headquarters by General Custer and later 
in the day occurred the historic surrender of Lee and his shat- 
tered army of Northern Virginia, to Gen. Grant, leaving in the 
field only the Confederate force of Johnston confronting Sherman 
in North Carolina, and scattered Confederate bands in Texas. 
That famous flag of truce and the table on which the agreement 
of surrender was signed were presented by Sheridan to Custer, 
whose Cavalry Division had led the final pursuit and round-up 
Opolsees ariny: 


On the same day, recognizing that the end of the war was at 
hand, and that his relations with the Third Cavalry Division 
must soon be sundered, its beloved commander promulgated to 
his troops that memorable address best known as— 


CUSTER ’S FARE VWs “GRO: 
Headquarters Third Cavalry Division, 
Appomattox Court House, Virginia, 
April 9, 1865. 


With, profound gratitude toward the God of Battles, by 
whose blessings our enemies have been humbled and our arms 
rendered triumphant, your Commanding General avails himself 
of this, his first opportunity to express to you his admiration of 
the heroic manner in which you have passed through the series 
of battles which today resulted in the surrender of the enemy's 
entire army. 
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The record established by your indomitable courage is un- 
paralleled in the annals of war. Your prowess has won for you 
even the respect and admiration of your enemies. During the 
past six months, although in most instances confronted by su- 
perior numbers, you have captured from the enemy, in open 
battle, one hundred and eleven pieces of field artillery, sixty-five 
battle flags, and upwards of ten thousand prisoners of war, in- 
cluding seven general officers. Within the past ten days, and 
included in the above, you have captured forty-six field pieces 
of artillery and thirty-seven battle flags. You have never lost 
a gun, never lost a color and have never been defeated ; and not- 
withstanding the numerous engagements in which you have borne 
a prominent part, including those memorable battles of the Shen- 
andoah, you have captured every piece of artillery which the 
enemy has dared to open upon you. The near approach of peace 
renders it improbable that you will again be called upon to un- 
dergo the fatigue of the toilsome march, or the exposure of the 
battle-field; but should the assistance of keen blades wielded by 
your sturdy arms, be required to hasten the coming of that glori- 
ous peace for which we have been so long contending, the Gener- 
al Commanding is firmly confident that, in the future as in the 
- past, every demand will meet with a hearty and willing response. 


Let us hope that our work is done, and that, blest with the 
comforts of peace, we may be permitted to enjoy the pleasure 
of home and friends. For our comrades who have fallen let us 
ever cherish a grateful remembrance; to the wounded and those 
who languish in Southern prisons let our heartfelt sympathy be 
tendered. 


And now, speaking for myself alone, when the war is ended 
and the task of the historian begins—when those deeds of daring 
which have rendered the name and fame of the Third Cavalry 
Division imperishable, are inscribed on the bright pages of our 
country’s history, I only ask that my tame may be written as 
that of the Commander of the Third Cavalry Division. 

Official : GA. Custer, 

Brevet Major General Commanding. 

L. W. Barnhart, 

Captain and A. A. A. G. 


Copied from a published report. 


Copy of letter from Headquarters of Bvt. Maj. Gen’l G. 
A. Custer, Commanding 3rd Cavalry Division, Sheridan’s 
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Shenandoah. 


Headquarters 3rd Cav. Divis. 
February 24th, 1865. 


Lieut. Col. A. B. Nettleton, 
Comdg. 2nd Ohio Cav., 
Through ist Brigade Headquarters. 


Colonel: 


The General Comdg. Divis. has directed me to express to you his 
great and entire satisfaction with the manner in which the pickets from 
your regiment were performing their duties to-day while he:was inspect- 
ing the line. Not a man failed to understand and execute the orders 
issued from these and superior Headquarters, not a man but who did 
credit to himself and his regiment. 


The General is much gratified to see that your men on the picket 
line are anxious like true soldiers to keep up the excellent reputation 
your regiment has won on the battle field. 


Very respectfully yours, etc., 
Le SLE BER 
A. A. Gen’l. 


.The incident which called forth the above letter, occurred the day be- 
fore and while Sheridan’s army was in winter quarters at Winchester, Va. 
General Custer, with his staff and escort, galloping at mid-day out the 
Romney Pike, came suddenly upon the sentinel at the picket post, who 
ordered “Halt!” and demanded the countersign. An attempt by the Gen- 
eral to awe the sentinel who was told that certainly he knew well who it 
was seeking to pass, made no difference; and the General, proceeding to 
ride forward was again abruptly stopped before the sentinel’s raised gun 
and the declaration that he would shoot any one attempting to pass with- 
out first giving the countersign. Thereupon’the General dismounted, ad- 
vanced, gave the countersign, and was permitted to pass. 


MEDALS OF HONOR 
ISSUED BY THE WAR DEPARTMENT 
To Members of Second Ohio Cavalry. 


(Taken from Official Records, War Department.) 


Albert A. Clapp, First Sergt. Co. G. For capture of battle-flag of the 8th 
Florida Infantry (C. S. A.) ‘at Sailors’ Creek, Va., April 
6, 1865. Issued April 24, 1865. 
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Isaac Gause, Corp. C. E. For capture of the colors of the 8th South Caro- 
lina Infantry while engaged in a reconnaissance along the 
Berryville and Winchester Pike, Va., near Berryville, Va., 
Sept. 13, 1864. Issued Sept. 19, 1864. 


Henry Hoffman, Corporal Co. M. Capture of flag at Sailors’ Creek, Vey 
April 6, 1865. Issued April 24, 1865. 


John Hughey, Corporal Co. L. Capture of flag of 38th Virginia Infantry 
(C. S. A.) at Sailors’ Creek, Va., April 6, 1865, Issued 
April 25, 1865. 


William R. Richardson, Private Co. A. For furnishing important infor- 
mation as to the position of the enemy and the 
approaches thereto to General Sheridan at 
Sailors’ Creek, Va., April 6, 1865. Issued April 
7, 1866. 


Members who have not remitted the annual dues to the Association 
will forward same to 


, W. R. Austin, Secy. and Treas., 
2178 E. 49th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 
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